
About the Illustrator
D. Yael Bernhard was raised in New York’s Hudson Valley and began 
painting at the age of 13. She is the illustrator of numerous award-winning 
children’s books, including fiction and non-fiction, natural science titles 
and multicultural folktales. Ms. Bernhard is also a children’s teacher of 
Hebrew, Judaics, and illustration. 

• Inspired by a powerful legend of conflict resolution, this multicultural 
book is the compelling story of a boy who is given permission by his 
father, the grand vizier, to punish an enemy. “Make sure Hamza never 
says a mean word to you again,” he orders Samuel. What will he do?

• This story was inspired by the Jewish poet Samuel Ha-Nagid (993-
1056), who was the vizier (highest royal advisor) in Muslim Spain

• Features colorful illustrations in a striking design, evocative of medieval 
Spain

• Explores the challenges of friendship across cultures and social status

• Addresses the question of fair punishment for name-calling

• Models behavior for turning an adversary into a friend
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About the Author
A former school librarian and teacher,  Jacqueline Jules is the author of 
over two dozen books for children including the award-winning Zapato 
Power series. Half of her titles are of Jewish interest for young readers, 
including The Hardest Word, a National Jewish Book Award finalist, and 
Sydney Taylor Honor Award winners Sarah Laughs and Benjamin and the 
Silver Goblet.



QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Do you think it is possible to make friends with someone who has  
insulted you?
2.  What would you do if someone called you a name?
3.  Have you ever felt justified calling someone else a name?
4.  Do you think you could come up with a fair punishment for someone who 
hurt your feelings?
5.  Sometimes it is hard for people from different family backgrounds to 
become friends. What can people do to make it easier?

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:

1. Why would being the son of an important man make it hard for Samuel to make friends? 
2. How could you tell the story took place in medieval Spain? Give details about the book that helped 

you identify the setting and time period. 
3. What words would you use to describe Samuel? For each word you choose, give at least one example 

from the story. 
4. How do you feel about Hamza’s reaction at the banquet?
5. How do you think Samuel felt when his father told him he should punish Hamza?
6. Why do you think Samuel thought a lemon would be a good punishment for a boy who said mean 

things?
7. Why did all of Samuel’s attempts to punish Hamza fail?
8. Do you think Hamza and Samuel changed during this story or did they remain the same? Give 

specific details to support your opinion. 
9. How did Samuel follow his father’s orders?
10. Did Samuel do what his father expected him to do?
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