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@ The Generous Fish

ABOUT THE BOOK

Il’l T.lie GGHGI’ ous .FiS]l, a l)OlJ named Reuven takes averse {1/01'1’1

scripture to “cast your bread upon the waters (Ecclesiastes

11:1) quite literally. The result is a giant talking fish with golden
scales. Boy and fish spend idyllic days together until the villagers
realize those scales are real 8olcl. Everg villager hasa 800c1 reason
to ask for one. Devorah needs clothes for her children. Old Joseph
needs money for a cane. The fish says he has plenty to share. But
he grows weak from giving away too much, too fast. Can Reuven

stand up to the village and save his friend?

3% Environmental fable addressing the depletion of

natural resources
* Inspirecl ]31] Jewish folklore
3% Finely detailed illustrations capturing the natural world

3% Author's note provides biblical sources on human

interaction with the environment
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ACTIVITIES

1. Research an endangerecl animal or insect. Learn how to
help protect it.

2.Go on a hike and enjoy nature.

3.Plant a tree and/or an indigenous garden.

4. Start a compost pile to recycle food waste from your
kitchen.

5. Collect food or clothing to help others.

6. Discuss every clag acts of kindness (e.g. holding doors open,

carrying packages, sharing, etc).

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

1. What made the fish grow so big?

2. Why did Reuven ask the giant fish to share his golden
scales?

3. What restored the giant fish back to health? What did the
fish need to get well?

4. The rabbi said, “all creatures are important.” What did he mean by this?

3. Every villager who asked for a golden scale had a good reason. No one meant to make the fish sick. What

does this say about taking too much from one source? Are there times when

you should put aside your own needs for the health of someone else or the environment?

0. Reuven was not sure he could stand up to the villagers and protect the golden fish. Have you ever tried to

protect an animal from harm? How did you feel?

7.“Cast your bread upon the waters is from a wise saying in the Book of Ecclesiastes. If you follow this

I
instruction, you make decisions to be kind without expecting an immediate reward. Has a stranger's

kindness ever made a difference in your life? Can you describe a time when a friend helpecl you oy made

you feel better when you were sad?

8. What can you do to protect the environment? Can you reduce trash? Could you use less plastic, energy,

or water?

Reuven
" didn’t have
to be asked
twice. He
waded into
the water, laughing, as the gleaming fish
jumped in circles around him.
The people of the village watched from
above. “That fish sparkles in the sunlight,”
¢ said Abram the tailor.
“And leaps like a whale,” Moshe the
J  baker noted.
“It lifts my spirits,” said Miriam the

aundry maid.

In time, Nissim ate better. He >
coughed less. Each day, he swam a | %

> little more, until finally he had the i\ J
A % strength to flip in the water. i ¢

% “Look at my belly!” Nissim called.’ /||
“New scales!” Reuven hugged
his friend—very, very gently.
The villagers cheered.
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